PREFACE	II
The materials for the study of the history of the German
Republic, partially detailed in the bibliographical note, are at once
multitudinous and meagre. There is on nearly every point super-
abundance of evidence, but on many points there is no means of
testing it and it would be foolish to assume that when, for lack
of confirmatory evidence, the student has to rely on a single
account or several accounts from the same angle, that the narrative
constructed therefrom is necessarily an accurate account of what
did happen. Anyone who goes into that material with any
thoroughness will hardly come to any other conclusion than that
the Psalmist may have been hasty but was all too justified in his
estimate of human accuracy. In many cases it is possible by com-
paring, contrasting, and cross-checking to arrive at a narrative
on which one would be prepared to stand a severe cross-
examination; in just as many it is quite impossible, and one has
to fall back upon mere intuition and the knowledge gained from
the work done in other cases. It is, I think, correct to say, how-
ever, that from study it is possible to gain what may be called
an understanding of the evolution and apply that understanding
as a measure of credibility in the absence of the recognized tests,
But here, however many precautions may be taken, it is fatally
easy to go wrong, and so I should be very far from claiming that
everywhere I have understood correctly, I have spared no pains
in checking fact; I have done my best to apply lessons gained in
other fields of historical study in order to understand properly*
But I should like to make it clear that I claim for the following
narrative no more value than attaches to any individual interpre-
tation of a story that is still incomplete and literally bristles with
cruces. If the reader will grant that the attempt at understanding
has been, within the limits to which I shall confess, honestly
made, I ask no other concession.
I have not written for the student although I should, of course,
be immensely gratified if the student found something to interest
him in the pages which follow, I have written for the reader who
is interested in what was a great drama and would like to have
something a little more than merely a sensational account of it.
Had I been writing for the student the book would have been

